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nnlilil:ation Submitted
to build 440 Houses on

‘Application Ref: 19/8018000UT
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® Anoutline planming application
has been submitted by Bellway
Hemes 1o build 440 houses in
tha field naxt to 5t Nicholas
Church, Otharmi,

@ Maidstone Borough Council
are the planning authority for
this area & will decide whather
tha application ls approved.

@ I [t goes ahead, this
davelopment will be aimost
half the size of Downswood
and the access for traffic is
proposad to be onto Church
Road only.

® 1 you feel that this development

is not right for Downswood, we

would encourage you to take
this opportunity to voica your
opinion by making a formal
objection to MBC.

This newsletter explains how

yoil can do this.

Downswood Parish Council will

be holding a drop-in sesslan on

27th April 2019 at Downswood

Community Centre

from 10am — 1pm to discuss this

.,1

development with residents.
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Downswood Parish Council have produced this newsletter to make residents aware of this planned development, to
answer some of the common questions we've been asked about the development, & to give information & advice to
people who may wish to object to it.

If you feel that this development is not right for Downswood, we would encourage you to take this opportunity to voice
your opinion by making a formal objection to Maidstone Borough Council. It will help to read all of the information on
this newsletter before writing an objection; you may also wish fo look for additional information online about the best
way to write an objection to a planning application,

Why has there been an

What's in the
application to build on

application that has
the field next to een submitted?

the Church?

The outline plannin lications purpose is to approve the
The site named in the Local Plan as HIB) West  Taiio aooen mme o Cnnas RaTH 1 e apﬁ:&%a by

of Church Road, Otham' is designated in MBC's  MBC, it effectively guarantees that the future full planning
Adopted Local Plan. It's a list of sites where housin application will be green lit.

-dewelomnt is like cgu be permitted. Downswoo The lans show there will be 2 access points to the new

Parish Council obje e inclusion of the site both onto Church Road. It is likely that most, the
during the initial mnsultatlnn in 2016. Very few ﬁ-om the new estate will come through Downswood
residents made objections at this point & the site L to Willington St or up to Ashford Rd via Spot Lane.
was included in the [Jlan that was adopted in Oct wﬂl turn Deringwood Drive from a quiet road that now
Em?l‘hl;c;u can find i bl searchlrlllg for "Maidstone nly serves Downswood into a main road for traffic

ocal Plan" in an online search engine. estate
Site H1(8) Westo of Ghurch Road, Otham is ﬁu”mm'“g ikt foses Vo mpiicaton @ sl 0se
on page & enter 19/501600/0UT in the search box.

On what grnunds
canlo

MBC wm anly take into account
materia bc? nnlng consic eratio ns'
king at’your o

The mnstmrnmon of these are:

® Highway safety
lTrlgmcgenm:m

® Road access

® Adequacy of parking, loading or tuming
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- ocal community in re when

'ﬂmmm”" Vitiors iy O e S ap el {107 bkl HoLSes. Which 55 contribute to
L ocal Plan is gmmn schools,roads & other local needs for the new

If you think that the it will havea residents. Parish Cnunals can receive some of this money,

negative impact on anything on this as well as an increase in funds from Council Tax via the

list, then you should focus on that new residents.This means that Otham Parish Council not

| in your objection. Downswood, will receive all of the financial benefits.




All objections must be made in writing to Maidstone Borough Council. Verbal comments,
made anywhere, will not be accepted as an objection.

You can submit your comments: Through Maidstone Borough Council’s Planning Portal
at http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
Via email, to planningcomments@midkent.gov.uk _
Or write to: Mid Kent Planning Support, Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, ME15 6JQ
Please be aware that in order to be considered ‘r'our objection must be dated &
the date of your objection must be before 6th May 2019 Provide your name and address.
Anonymous comments will not be taken into account. State the application number
v&;;fﬂ‘l 600/0UT) & site address
(Land Of Church Road, Otham, ME15 8SB).
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Yes & you have until 6th May 2019

to do so. You can object to any planning
application, whether or not you have
received a letter informing you.

Can | object even though
MBC didn’t send me a letter
about it?

| think | already objected to this last year — why should | do it again?

If you haven’t done this recently, you haven’t objected. This is the first & onl%
time you will be able to do so. If you have any issues with the development object
directly to MBC through the means described above. If you need help then

please come to the Community centre on 27th April 2019 to have a chat with us prior
to sending your objection in.

Could you No, it can harm the chances of a successful objection.
ive us a draft] Objections do not carry the same weight if they are seen
etter to use? to have been written in a standardised form. It indicates
that the response has been coordinated by one interested

party, they need to be individual & you need to use your
own words to express how the development will affect you.

Can | write to my MP, Boroug Should we organise a petition? :
or County Councillor? (

No, for the same reasons as avoiding
You can, but it is not likely to have any copying a standard IEtter?
impact. The planning process is the

responsibility of MBC & MPs have sk - d
no meaningful involvement. narlﬁlsnllllllmm
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Downswood Community Centre,
Chiltern Close, Downswood, ME15 8XG
Saturday 27th April 10am - 1pm
Downswood Parish Council and the Downswood
Community Association will be holding a drop-in
session from 10am — 1pm at Downswood Community
Centre on 27th April 2019 for any Downswood,
Otham or Bearsted residents who would like to
understand more about the development
If you are intending to make an objection, you may
wish to join us at this session to discuss it before
submitting Maidstone Borough Council.

This will be an opportunity to view & ask questions
about the plans in detail & to talk to Downswood
Parish Councillors, Borough Councillor Gordon
Newton and Kent County Councillor Gary
Cooke about how best to make your voice heard.



